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Contributors
Yaba Badoe is an independent film maker and novelist who has made over
20 documentaries and written several books. Her novel True Murder is
being published by Jonathan Cape. Yaba divides her time between London
and Accra where she is affiliated to the University of Ghana’s Institute for
African Studies. She is currently working on a new novel and completing a
documentary ‘The Witches of Gambaga’, filmed during the AGI’s Mapping
Sexualities research project.
Yaliwe Clarke is a lecturer at the African Gender Institute, University of Cape
Town. She was previously a Senior Project Officer at the Centre for Conflict
Resolution where she carried out case studies, developed training manuals and
provided training to various civil society actors and senior government officials
across Africa.
Sokari Ekine is an internationally renowned Nigerian feminist activist who has
carried out documentation and advocacy work in the Niger Delta communities
struggling against the transnational corporate and military repression and
environmental destruction. She has written a number of reports and recently
spent 3 years as an organic farmer in Spain.
Rangira Béa Gallimore is an associate professor in the Department of
Romance Languages and Literatures at the University of Missouri in Columbia,
Missouri, USA. She is the founder and member of the board of directors for
the Interdisciplinary Genocide Studies Center in Kigali (2005), as well as
the founder and President of Step UP! American Association for Rwandan
Women in Columbia, Missouri (2004). Since 1998, she has served on the
editorial board of Wihogora, International Journal of Genocide, University
of California at Sacramento.
Cheryl Hendricks holds a doctorate in political science and is Head of the
Southern Africa Human Security Program at the Institute of Security Studies.
Prior to this she was a political analyst at the Institute for Justice and
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Reconciliation, an Academic Manager at the Centre for Conflict Resolution
and a Lecturer at the University of the Western Cape. She co-edited Southern
Africa: From National Liberation to Democratic Renaissance, and is
currently the Vice Chairperson for Southern Africa of the African Association
of Political Scientists.
Yasmin Jusu-Sheriff is a lawyer and Commissioner of the Human Rights
Commission of Sierra Leone. She was previously the Executive Secretary of
the Law Reform Commission (2003-2004), and the Executive Secretary of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2002), both of Sierra Leone. In 2004
she was elected the sub-regional First Vice President and head of the Sierra
Leone chapter of the Mano River Women’s Peace Network (MARWOPNET).
She has also served as coordinator of the Network for the Promotion of
African Principles of Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation (2001-2002),
and since 1997 has been a member of Femmes-Africa-Solidarité, of which
she is now on the board of directors. She has published numerous articles on
women and Sierra Leone.
Gwyn Kirk is a scholar-activist concerned with gender, racial and environmental
justice in the service of genuine security, peace-making, and creating a
sustainable world. She has taught courses in women’s studies, environmental
studies, political science, and sociology at US universities and colleges. She
publishes a textbook/anthology ‘Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives’
(McGraw-Hill), co-edited with Margo Okazawa-Rey, which is used in women’s
studies classes and by feminist activists. She has written widely on ecofeminism,
militarism, and women’s peace organizing. She is a founding member of the
East Asia-US-Puerto Rico Women’s Network Against Militarism, which links
scholars and activists dealing with the negative effects of US military bases,
budgets, and operations on local communities.
Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge is a member of the South African parliament,
representing the African National Congress. She served as a Deputy Minister
of Health until recently (2004-2007), and was a Deputy Minister of Defence
(1999-2004). She serves on a number of organisations, including WOW, a
network of local women leaders. During the struggle against apartheid, she
was a full-time organizer for Natal Organisation of Women. Nozizwe also
initiated the African Women’s Peace Table, a forum that brought together

• 145 •

• 146 •

Feminist Africa 10

women soldiers and peace activists to look at their understanding of peace
and their role in peacemaking.
Amina Mama has been the Chair in Gender Studies at the African Gender
Institute at the University of Cape Town since 1999, and is currently the
Barbara Lee Distinguished Chair at Mills College in California. Her main research
interests centre around bringing gender analysis to bear on subjectivity,
organisations, politics and higher education. Her major research projects have
addressed women in government and politics in a variety of African contexts,
women’s organisations and movements, higher education and militarism. She
is the overall editor of Feminist Africa.
Ruth Ojiambo Ochieng is the Director of Isis-Women’s International CrossCultural Exchange (Isis-WICCE) based in Uganda. Isis-WICCE promotes
women’s human rights through skills building and documentation of women’s
realities. Since joining Isis-WICCE in 1994, Ruth has coordinated six studies on
women’s experiences in armed conflict, mostly in Uganda. She is a member of
the International Coordinating Committee of Women Human Rights Defenders
(WHRD); an advisory member of the Women’s Initiative for Gender Justice
based in the Hague; coordinator of WSIS Gender Caucus, East Africa SubRegion; a board member of the African Partnership for Women’s Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights in Africa (AMANITARE); and member of the
committee for growth – Amnesty International. She has written and published
many papers on the themes of communication, conflict and peace.
Margo Okazawa-Rey is Professor in the PhD Program, School of Human
and Organization Development at Fielding Graduate University, and Professor
Emerita at San Francisco State University. She has held endowed chairs at
Hamilton College, Scripps College, University of Hartford, and University of
Washington. She is a founding member of the International Women’s Network
against Militarism, and of Women for Genuine Security, its US partner. She
co-edited Women’s Lives: Multicultural Perspectives (McGraw-Hill), with
Gwyn Kirk. Her work examines the connections between militarism, economic
globalization and impacts on women of colour. Since the spring of 2005, she
has been Feminist Research Consultant at the Women’s Centre for Legal Aid
and Counselling in Ramallah, Palestine.
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Helen Scanlon is currently the Executive Director of the International Centre
for Transitional Justice, Cape Town office. Helen holds a PhD in South African
history from the School of Oriental Studies at the University of London.
Between 2002-2006 she has worked at the University of Cape Town’s African
Gender Institute and the Department of Historical Studies in both teaching
and research capacities. Her book Representation & Reality: Portraits of
Women’s Lives in the Western Cape 1948 – 1976 was published by the HRSC
in 2007.
L. Muthoni Wanyeki is currently the Executive Director of the Kenya Human
Rights Commission (KHRC), a national non-governmental organization based
in Nairobi, Kenya. She previously served for ten years as Executive Director of
the Nairobi-based regional feminist training and advocacy network. Muthoni
has a background in journalism and communications studies.
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